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Wiliam T Fujioka U Afi ~ n_
Chief Executive Officer r \ ..v ~ . -

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Fifth District

DRAFT 5-SIGNATURE LETTER TO STATE OF CALIFORNIA ON REOPENING
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOSPITAL

On September 11, 2007, your Board requested that the Director of Health Services and
this office draft a letter for your review requesting that the University of California have
preliminary discussions with the County to explore potential solutions for re-opening
Martin Luther King, Jr. HospitaL.

A copy of our draft is attached for your review. Unless we are advised otherwise, we
will work with the Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors, to finalize this letter for your
signatures. Please let us know if you have questions or need additional information.
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Attachment

c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

County Counsel
Director and Chief Medical Officer, Department of Health Services

Draft 5 signature letter.mbs

'To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service"



September i 8, 2007

Robert C. Dynes, President
UC Office of the President
i i i i Franklin St., iih Floor
Oakland, CA 94607-5200

Dear Mr. Dynes:

We are writing today to request your help in Martin Eviither King, Jr in South
Los Angeles. As you know, despite extensive efforts 'nefo êäre.. delivery whil operating the
hospital, Martin Luther King, Jr. - Harbor Hospital was nofäbl make enough progress to meet an
CMS standards in its final survey. Bas on these findingš .wen as serious potential staffng
concerns, our Department of Health Servi . rector and Chie ical Officer made the diffcult

decision to close the hospitaL. The closure eted and the license was voluntarily
suspended effective Friday August 24,2007.

strongly committed to re-opening
ealize this is a daunting undertaking for any

os Angeles eserve and need a hospital that meets national
s of this medr underserved area. We also believe that it

t with the County's, is prepared to provide

Angeles, and is prepared to make a meaningful
site.

As the elected leadership for the
the hospital as quickly as poss
organization, the residents of So
standards and meets the changing
is important that any partner has
services that ss the clinical n
long-term tment to continue services on t

We a uesting that the "älifornia has preliminary discussions with the County of
Los Angelesas soon as pos to exp re potential solutions for re-opening this hospital under the
management clinical lead ip of the University of California. We believe your public service
mission and y monstratedtrack record of success in running health care organizations would
provide a strong tion torebuild hospital services in South Los Angeles.

Weare committed to loping a solution that would advance the educational and clinical service
mission of the Univesity, serve patients in the MLK service area, and continue the County's

involvement in sponsoring care for its patients.
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We have asked Dr. Bruce Chernof, the County's Director of Health Services and Chief Medical
Officer to be available to initiate these discussions at the University's request.

Very truly yours,

Zev Y aroslavsky,
Supervisor, Third

c:

Gloria Molina
Supervisor, First District Fourth District

Michael D. Antonovich
Supervisor, Fifth District

The Honorable Fabián Nunez
Speaker, California State Assembly


